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PLUS TAX

VICTIMS
COULD
RECOVER
$55M FROM
FRAUD CASE

Receiver estimates outcome
in Champion-Cain scheme

BY LORI WEISBERG

Hundreds of victims in the long-run-
ning Ponzi scheme orchestrated by Gina
Champion-Cain could recover roughly
$55 million of their losses — over and
above the more than $160 million they've
already secured in settlements from a
major title insurance company.

That's the conclusion reached by a
court-appointed receiver who has spent
the last three years combing through the
morass of bank accounts and properties
held by companies owned by Champion-
Cain. The former restaurateur and prom-
inent businesswoman, who pleaded
guilty to criminal charges of securities
fraud and obstruction of justice, is now
more than a year into a 15-year prison
sentence.

If receiver Krista Freitag’s estimates
are correct, investors swindled in the
phony liquor license-lending gambit
could recover as much as 95 percent of
their losses, after taking into account
both third-party settlements negotiated
by victims and their attorneys and direct
reimbursement by the receivership. Fre-
itag’s accounting of money due and her
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DROUGHT
RESTRICTIONS
BEGIN TODAY
IN SAN DIEGO

State-mandated rules aim to
cut water use by 20 percent

BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH

San Diegansacross the regionwill face
new local drought restrictions under a
state mandate that goes into effect today.

The rules vary based on a customer’s
water retailer but generally include
checks on outdoor watering and car
washing. In the city of San Diego, for ex-
ample, irrigation of nonagricultural land-
scapes will be limited to three days a week
before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m.

The Helix Water District — which
serves 56,500 customers in the cities of La
Mesa, Lemon Grove and El Cajon, as well
as the communities of Spring Valley and
Lakeside — will also be required to re-
strict outdoor irrigation to three days a
week and turn off all ornamental foun-
tains not using recirculated water.

The state has also issued a blanket
prohibition on watering “non-functional”
turf by governments, as well as commer-
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J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP

Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., who is the vice chair of the House committee investigating the Capitol riot, gives her opening
remarks Thursday while the panel’s chair, Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., (left) and Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., look on.

JAN. 6 PANEL FOCUSES
ON TRUMP’S ROLE IN RIOT

Opening hearing outlines his efforts to overturn election, disrupt transfer of power

BY LUKE BROADWATER

WASHINGTON

The House committee inves-
tigating the Capitol riot on
Thursday began laying out the
extent of former President Don-
ald Trump’s efforts to overturn
the election and keep himselfin
office, including testimony it has
collected that Trump endorsed
the hanging of hisownvice presi-
dent as a mob of his supporters
descended on Congress.

Opening a landmark set of
hearings during an evening ses-
sion on Capitol Hill, the panel

presented its case that Trump
knew his claims of election fraud
were false and proceeded any-
way with a plot to disrupt the
peaceful transfer of power.

“Donald Trump was at the
center of this conspiracy,” said
Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.,
chair of the committee. “And ulti-
mately, Donald Trump, the presi-
dentof the United States, spurred
a mob of domestic enemies of the
Constitution to march down to
the Capitol and subvert Ameri-
can democracy.”

Using previously unreleased
video of testimony from former

MICH. CANDIDATE CHARGED
FOR TAKING PART IN RIOT

D A6 - FBlarrests Ryan Kelley, a
Republican running for governor in
Michigan who was at the Capitol
during the Jan. 6 attack in 2021.

aides to Trump and even his
daughter lvanka Trump and
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, the
panel outlined the former presi-
dent’s actions, which Thompson
called “an attempted coup.”
“Our democracy remains in
danger,” Thompson said. “Jan. 6
and the lies that led to insurrec-

tion have put two and a half cen-
turies of constitutional democ-
racy at risk. The world is watch-
ingwhat we do here.”

The session kicked offan effort
by the committee, which was
formed in July after Republicans
blocked the creation of a nonpar-
tisan commission to investigate
the attack, to lay out for Ameri-
cans the full story of an assault on
U.S. democracy that led to a riot,
an impeachment and a crisis of
confidence in the political system.

The opening night contained
several revelations, perhaps the
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MEASURE TO END FREE TRASH PICKUP GATHERS STEAM

Proposal may make it
onto November ballot
pending council vote
BY DAVID GARRICK

Momentum continues togrow
behind a proposed November
ballot measure that would elimi-
nate San Diego’s unusual 103-
year-old policy guaranteeing free
trash pickup to most single-fam-
ily homes.

City Council members who
wanted to delay the ballot mea-

sure to 2024 have agreed to sup-
port presenting it to voters this
year as new polls show strong
support among residents and
steadily more civic groups are ex-
pressing support.

The council’s Rules Commit-
tee voted 4-1 Wednesday to for-
ward the proposal to the full
council for possible placementon
the November ballot. Thatvoteis
expected to take place in July or
August.

The People’s Ordinance,
which dates to 1919, provides free
trash pickup for people living in
single-family homes unless they

are on a privately owned street.
But businesses and most condos
and apartments must pay pri-
vate haulers to pick up their
trash.

Nearly 53 percent of San Di-
ego’s housing units are single-
family and get free trash pickup
under the policy, which has be-
come steadily more controversial
inrecentyears.

Supporters of the ballot mea-
sure stress that the People’s Or-
dinance costs San Diego $50 mil-
lion a year and prevents the city
from enacting “pay as you throw”
programs that feature discounts

for producing less trash.

The law has also been criti-
cized for providing an exclusive
benefit to one set of residents
while others are forced to pay.
The “unfair freebie” takes many
millions away from other city pri-
orities, critics say.

Eliminating free trash pickup
is highly unpopular with many
single-family homeowners who
benefit. They contend they al-
ready pay for trash pickup with
their property taxes.

The San Diego County Tax-
payers Association says the pro-
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HUMAN RELATIONS PANEL TO KEEP CONTROVERSIAL MEMBER

Motion to remove
commissioner short
of 13 votes it needed
BY EMILY ALVARENGA

The county’s human rela-
tions commission voted on
Thursday not to remove a com-
missioner for his controversial
remarks about the LGBTQ
community and transgender in-
dividuals.

After months of heated de-
bate, the Leon L. Williams San

Diego County Human Relations
Commission held a special
meeting via Zoom, finally set-
tling discussions on whether to
remove Commissioner Dennis
Hodges after he continued to
double down on his comments.

Of the 19 commissioners who
were in attendance at the meet-
ing during the vote, 10 elected to
remove Hodges, six voted
against his removal, and the re-
mainder abstained. Hodges’ re-
moval required 13 votes.

The mission of the 26-mem-
ber body, which was revived by
the county in May 2020, is “to

promote positive human rela-
tions, respect, and the integrity
of every individual regardless of
gender, religion, culture, ethnic-
ity, sexual orientation, age or
citizenship status.”

In April, the county Board of
Supervisors approved updates
to the commission’s bylaws that
now include a code of conduct
and new process to remove a
commissioner for just cause,
which led toarenewed call toset-
tle the matter of Hodges’ remov-
alwith avote.

However, many commission-
ers asked about the legality of

the bylaws’ retroactivity, and it
wasn't until nearly the end of the
meeting that Rachel Witt, chief
deputy county counsel, clarified
that the supervisors’ discussion
in April “made very clear that
these rules would be applied
moving forward and not be ret-
roactive.”

Commissioner David Gar-
cias, wholed the bylaws subcom-
mittee, also said he did not feel
the bylaws should be retroac-
tive, nor should the code of con-
duct be applied to comments
made outside of commission
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LOCAL

ALVAREZ WILL JOIN
STATE ASSEMBLY

B B1 - Democrat David Alvarez will
be sworn in next week after an
apparent victory in a special election
for the 80th Assembly District.

SPORTS

PGA SUSPENSIONS

D D1 - The PGA Tour suspends

17 current and former members —
including Phil Mickelson — for taking
part in the inaugural LIV Golf event.
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