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VICTIMS
COULD
RECOVER
$55M FROM
FRAUD CASE
Receiver estimates outcome
in Champion-Cain scheme
BY LORI WEISBERG
Hundreds of victims in the long-running Ponzi scheme orchestrated by Gina
Champion-Cain could recover roughly
$55 million of their losses — over and
above the more than $160 million they’ve
already secured in settlements from a
major title insurance company.
That’s the conclusion reached by a
court-appointed receiver who has spent
the last three years combing through the
morass of bank accounts and properties
held by companies owned by ChampionCain. The former restaurateur and prominent businesswoman, who pleaded
guilty to criminal charges of securities
fraud and obstruction of justice, is now
more than a year into a 15-year prison
sentence.
If receiver Krista Freitag’s estimates
are correct, investors swindled in the
phony liquor license-lending gambit
could recover as much as 95 percent of
their losses, after taking into account
both third-party settlements negotiated
by victims and their attorneys and direct
reimbursement by the receivership. Freitag’s accounting of money due and her
SEE FRAUD • A6

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP

Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., who is the vice chair of the House committee investigating the Capitol riot, gives her opening
remarks Thursday while the panel’s chair, Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., (left) and Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., look on.

JAN. 6 PANEL FOCUSES
ON TRUMP’S ROLE IN RIOT
Opening hearing outlines his efforts to overturn election, disrupt transfer of power

DROUGHT
RESTRICTIONS
BEGIN TODAY
IN SAN DIEGO
State-mandated rules aim to
cut water use by 20 percent
BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH
San Diegans across the region will face
new local drought restrictions under a
state mandate that goes into effect today.
The rules vary based on a customer’s
water retailer but generally include
checks on outdoor watering and car
washing. In the city of San Diego, for example, irrigation of nonagricultural landscapes will be limited to three days a week
before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m.
The Helix Water District — which
serves 56,500 customers in the cities of La
Mesa, Lemon Grove and El Cajon, as well
as the communities of Spring Valley and
Lakeside — will also be required to restrict outdoor irrigation to three days a
week and turn off all ornamental fountains not using recirculated water.
The state has also issued a blanket
prohibition on watering “non-functional”
turf by governments, as well as commerSEE WATER • A8

BY LUKE BROADWATER
WASHINGTON

The House committee investigating the Capitol riot on
Thursday began laying out the
extent of former President Donald Trump’s efforts to overturn
the election and keep himself in
office, including testimony it has
collected that Trump endorsed
the hanging of his own vice president as a mob of his supporters
descended on Congress.
Opening a landmark set of
hearings during an evening session on Capitol Hill, the panel

presented its case that Trump
knew his claims of election fraud
were false and proceeded anyway with a plot to disrupt the
peaceful transfer of power.
“Donald Trump was at the
center of this conspiracy,” said
Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.,
chair of the committee. “And ultimately, Donald Trump, the president of the United States, spurred
a mob of domestic enemies of the
Constitution to march down to
the Capitol and subvert American democracy.”
Using previously unreleased
video of testimony from former

MICH. CANDIDATE CHARGED
FOR TAKING PART IN RIOT
A6 • FBI arrests Ryan Kelley, a
Republican running for governor in
Michigan who was at the Capitol
during the Jan. 6 attack in 2021.
aides to Trump and even his
daughter Ivanka Trump and
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, the
panel outlined the former president’s actions, which Thompson
called “an attempted coup.”
“Our democracy remains in
danger,” Thompson said. “Jan. 6
and the lies that led to insurrec-

MEASURE TO END FREE TRASH PICKUP GATHERS STEAM
Proposal may make it
onto November ballot
pending council vote
BY DAVID GARRICK
Momentum continues to grow
behind a proposed November
ballot measure that would eliminate San Diego’s unusual 103year-old policy guaranteeing free
trash pickup to most single-family homes.
City Council members who
wanted to delay the ballot mea-

sure to 2024 have agreed to support presenting it to voters this
year as new polls show strong
support among residents and
steadily more civic groups are expressing support.
The council’s Rules Committee voted 4-1 Wednesday to forward the proposal to the full
council for possible placement on
the November ballot. That vote is
expected to take place in July or
August.
The People’s Ordinance,
which dates to 1919, provides free
trash pickup for people living in
single-family homes unless they

are on a privately owned street.
But businesses and most condos
and apartments must pay private haulers to pick up their
trash.
Nearly 53 percent of San Diego’s housing units are singlefamily and get free trash pickup
under the policy, which has become steadily more controversial
in recent years.
Supporters of the ballot measure stress that the People’s Ordinance costs San Diego $50 million a year and prevents the city
from enacting “pay as you throw”
programs that feature discounts

HUMAN RELATIONS PANEL TO KEEP CONTROVERSIAL MEMBER
Motion to remove
commissioner short
of 13 votes it needed
BY EMILY ALVARENGA
The county’s human relations commission voted on
Thursday not to remove a commissioner for his controversial
remarks about the LGBTQ
community and transgender individuals.
After months of heated debate, the Leon L. Williams San

Diego County Human Relations
Commission held a special
meeting via Zoom, finally settling discussions on whether to
remove Commissioner Dennis
Hodges after he continued to
double down on his comments.
Of the 19 commissioners who
were in attendance at the meeting during the vote, 10 elected to
remove Hodges, six voted
against his removal, and the remainder abstained. Hodges’ removal required 13 votes.
The mission of the 26-member body, which was revived by
the county in May 2020, is “to

promote positive human relations, respect, and the integrity
of every individual regardless of
gender, religion, culture, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age or
citizenship status.”
In April, the county Board of
Supervisors approved updates
to the commission’s bylaws that
now include a code of conduct
and new process to remove a
commissioner for just cause,
which led to a renewed call to settle the matter of Hodges’ removal with a vote.
However, many commissioners asked about the legality of

the bylaws’ retroactivity, and it
wasn’t until nearly the end of the
meeting that Rachel Witt, chief
deputy county counsel, clarified
that the supervisors’ discussion
in April “made very clear that
these rules would be applied
moving forward and not be retroactive.”
Commissioner David Garcias, who led the bylaws subcommittee, also said he did not feel
the bylaws should be retroactive, nor should the code of conduct be applied to comments
made outside of commission
SEE PANEL • A8

D I G I TA L A C T I VAT I O N

to contribute to scientiﬁc research

COVID-19 STUDY

for producing less trash.
The law has also been criticized for providing an exclusive
benefit to one set of residents
while others are forced to pay.
The “unfair freebie” takes many
millions away from other city priorities, critics say.
Eliminating free trash pickup
is highly unpopular with many
single-family homeowners who
benefit. They contend they already pay for trash pickup with
their property taxes.
The San Diego County Taxpayers Association says the proSEE TRASH • A8

LOCAL

ALVAREZ WILL JOIN
STATE ASSEMBLY
B1 • Democrat David Alvarez will
be sworn in next week after an
apparent victory in a special election
for the 80th Assembly District.
SPORTS

PGA SUSPENSIONS
D1 • The PGA Tour suspends
17 current and former members —
including Phil Mickelson — for taking
part in the inaugural LIV Golf event.

U-T INDEX

Your U-T print subscription gives you unlimited access
to our local coverage and comes with special benefits
available once you activate your digital account online.
Scan this code or follow the directions found on B3.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

tion have put two and a half centuries of constitutional democracy at risk. The world is watching what we do here.”
The session kicked off an effort
by the committee, which was
formed in July after Republicans
blocked the creation of a nonpartisan commission to investigate
the attack, to lay out for Americans the full story of an assault on
U.S. democracy that led to a riot,
an impeachment and a crisis of
confidence in the political system.
The opening night contained
several revelations, perhaps the
SEE CAPITOL • A6
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Are you fully
vaccinated but
not boosted?
lji.org/study

donors@lji.org

(858)-255-0680

Eligibility

C3
ND16
A12
La Jolla Institute Institutional Review Board
Approved for use until: 5/19/2023
Protocol # VD-214-0320 A34

18+ years old
fully vaccinated against COVID-19
has not received a COVID-19 booster

Participation
brief health questionnaire
up to 3 study visits with blood draws
compensation up to $300 for time and effort
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CROSSOVER SUPERSTAR
ANDREA BOCELLI WILL OFFER
SAN DIEGO CONCERTGOERS
‘MEDICINE FOR THE SPIRIT’ 20

25 YEARS OF
BEER: A LOOK
AT THE LOCAL
CRAFT BREW
SCENE 7-9
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For more listings, go to
sandiegouniontribune.com/
entertainment/things-to-do

“Seeds for the Future”
dinner: On Saturday, Berry
Good Food foundation
presents the first of its 2022
series of fundraising dinners
to support its school gardens program, which has
contributed more than
$50,000 to 23 schools’
agricultural programs since
2017. Chefs Flor Franco,
Davin Waite, Ron Oliver and
local fishmonger Tommy
Gomes will collaborate on a
seafood dinner of sushi and
raw fish as well as grilled
fish and vegetables.
6 p.m. Saturday. Casa
de Flor, 3334 Fifth Ave.,
San Diego. $185.
berrygoodfood.org/events
Bivouac Ciderworks debuts
summer menu: North Park’s
urban cidery has introduced
a seasonal menu that includes new gluten-free,
vegan and animal protein
dishes. New options include
steak frites with 8-ounce
bistro steak; chili garlic
chicken rice bowl; ciderfried shrimp in gluten-free
batter; charred broccolini; a
two- or three-dip sampler
plate with choice of roasted
poblano, spicy feta or whipped eggplant dips served
with grilled vegetables and
pita; and a peaches and
cream dessert. 3986 30th
St., San Diego. (619) 7250844, bivouaccider.com

HIGH TIDE DINNERS RETURN TO MARINE ROOM

THE MARINE ROOM

O

n Sunday, the Marine Room restaurant in La Jolla kicks off its annual summer series of High Tide Dinners, where the
incoming evening tide crashes up against the windows of the dining room, on select nights through September.
Reservations are being taken for dinner service beginning at 5 p.m. Sunday through Tuesday, as well as on July 11-13,
Aug. 9-11 and Sept. 8-9. High tide occurs around 8 p.m. on those nights. A la carte dining is offered from 5 to 7:30 p.m.,
with the four-course prix fixe menu available after 7:30 p.m. 2000 Spindrift Drive, La Jolla. (858) 459-7222,
marineroom.com

To list an event in our new Night&Day paid advertising directory, go to sandiegouniontribune.com/NDdirectory

Bleu Bohème pours new
summer cocktails: This
French restaurant in Kensington has introduced three
travel-inspired cocktails for
summer: the Bacardi rumand tropical-fruit-based
Rêve de Tahiti; the Madama
Geneva, a gin, muddled
basil and citrus fruit cocktail; and the Mule Orange, a
Moscow mule made with
orange whiskey, orange juice
and ginger beer. All are
$15. 4090 Adams Ave.,
San Diego. (619) 255-4167,
bleuboheme.com
pam.kragen@
sduniontribune.com

